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It’s Sunday evening and, as usual, I’m going over the day, 
debriefing:  The worship, the music, the gathering of the community, 
the Sunday School Christmas Program, the fellowship, the fun, the 
noise, (the cookies) . . . and I can’t help but smile and give thanks to 
God, again.  For it is such a joy to be with you during this blessed 
season.  It’s such a blessing to be a part of this Community of Christ! 
 

And even though I’m writing this a few days before we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus, and in the midst of the usual hullabaloo around this 
season, I pray that each of you be alert and open to the touch of God 
in your lives.  An Epiphany, an AHA! Experience, a moment of 
quiet, the movement of the Holy Spirit who dwells within all of us. 
 

I look forward to this year 2013 as Faith Lutheran Church continues 
to grow in the Spirit and in numbers, too.  I look forward to the 
challenges and changes that will come as we move along our journey 
together with Jesus.  I really look forward to new and innovative 
ideas around how we BE Christ’s presence here and now and into 
the future.  Come and share what you think, what you envision, what 
you’re excited about, what you are passionate about, what you’d like 
to try. 
 

Come with your talents and interests, for you can be sure there are 
others who might want to get together with you and explore the 
possibilities.  It really IS an exciting time to be Christ’s people!  Be 
an intentional part of it. Remember:  All God’s Critters (that’s us and 
all living things) Got A Place in the Choir, and without you, a part is 
missing.  
 

Throughout the Advent season we prayed, Come, stir us up, Lord. 
Well, the Lord has come and now in the stirring, says to us:  Come. 
Be my light in the world, be my hands, be my heart.  So, COME. 
 

I’m pretty sure most of us have been deeply touched by the murder 
of children and adults in Connecticut.  That really goes without 
saying, I know. 
                                 cont. 
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Pastor’s Greeting cont. 
 

For us, I hope this tragedy will stir us up to make sure that our Faith Lutheran Campus is safe for ALL 
who enter here.  To that end, I am asking you, right now, to consider forming a group to study and 
evaluate our safety precautions and to find out what we can do to make sure we are as prepared as possible 
if something like this should ever happen around here. 
 

And be sure, there are other terrible things that can happen wherever people gather—maybe not so noisy, 
maybe with no blood-shed, but terrible!  There is no place where bad things don’t happen, but we can 
make sure that the possibilities here are limited. 
 

So, please talk with me if you are interested.  I have resources available through our Church Mutual 
Insurance and other places.  This group won’t have to meet forever, and we will all learn something! 
I suppose there are other things that will challenge us, but for now let’s deal with this one.  Thank you! 
And, continue to be kind and patient with each other (and yourself!), know that you are Loved, and that 
we are all blessed by the presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ with.  Honor that presence in the other in all 
you do. 
 

Come to the New Year’s Eve party at church.  It’s fun and there are goodies and games for everyone. 
 

God has blessed me with you yet again.  
 

Your sister in Christ Jesus, 
��������
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     Thank you to my many friends at Faith  
Lutheran Church for Christmas cards and for the  
the generous gift.  It was truly a surprise.  I don’t know 
how you do it without me knowing, but you do!   
 

     Most of all, thank you to all who have supported me 
through difficult and sad times.  What a comfort to know 
that even when you feel alone, to realize that you are not. 
 

     Special thanks to Alice, Renee, Jan and Pastor Dawn 
for all their help and patience keeping the office running 
during my absence last year.         
 

     May the Lord bless you all with a very happy and 
healthy 2013. 
 

Love, 
Margaret       

 

 
 

  � It’s not too late for a flu shot --- There is an  
      information sheet on the bulletin board by  
      the back door.  There is also information       
      on whooping cough (Pertussis) immunization.   
   
      Be sure to check with your doctor if you have 
      any questions. 
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Our Church has some medical equipment 
available to borrow such as walkers, canes, 
wheelchairs, etc.  If you are in need, please 
contact Jeannette Thorpe, 541-926-1134 or 
Peggy Preston, 541-926-2697.   
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There is a wonderful opportunity just waiting for someone, or many, to step up to                                     
participate in.  That opportunity is to take part in the nurturing of the children of our                                
congregation.  You have no doubt noticed that Pastor Dawn has been doing the                                       
children’s message Sunday morning.  This is in spite of her own declaration that she                                   
doesn’t do well with kids. 
 

Pastor Dawn does a super job with the children’s message.  However, it does present an extra challenge for 
her to do that in addition to her other tasks such as leading the service, the sermon, doing communion and 
all the rest. 
 

The children are wonderful.  They are so participatory and talkative.  Typically the subject for the message 
would relate to the lessons for the day and would be presented in a way that the children could understand. 
 

Please consider how you could be part of this rewarding activity.  This would not be a lifetime commitment.  
God will help you.  Talk to Pastor Dawn; she is our spiritual guide. 

 

 
   Thank you to the congregation of 
Faith Lutheran Church for all the 
cards and generous gift, and for the 
cookies, too. 
 

Pastor Dawn 

  

 

Special thanks to John and Paula  
for sharing their Christmas 

“wonderland” while hosting our 
Annual Council/Endowment 

Christmas Dinner at their home. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Volunteer Caregivers thanks you for your generous support this year.  With the help of Faith    
 Lutheran Church providing our program with office space we are able to continue helping seniors in   
 need. 
 

 With the acquisition of two cars in 2012 and having our handicapped van we have been able to fulfill   
 more requests for transportation than in the past, and also continue to help with shopping, handyman  
 chores, yard work and information and referral.  Support from members of the church as well as the  
 community have provided numerous seniors with help as needed.  We thank you and appreciate all  
 that everyone has done.     
 

 Suzanne Driver, Director                       
                           

 

 
 
Thank you for your generous donation to support Camp Lutherwood…. 
 

We have so much to be thankful for this year.  As I reflect on 2012, I am still awestruck with how the 
Spirit has provided so much for us at Lutherwood; the bridge repairs, the purchase of the property, the 
amazing summer staff, the four incredible interns, and our generous supporters and volunteers.  It has 
been quite the year and I am very excited to see how the Spirit will blow in 2013…. 
 

Andrea Scofield 
Executive Director 
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Faith Lutheran Youth 

FLY 
meets on Sunday evenings 

from 5:30 – 7:00 pm 
                                   

Check out our 
Facebook page 
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        Lil’ Sprouts Pre-School is still accepting new students.   

                      Open 6:45 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. (to accommodate those working parents)   

If you are currently looking for a preschool, or know of someone who is, please refer them                               
to our website http://www.faithalbany.org/preschl.shtml  or have them call (541) 926-2015. 
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Students will start Winter Term with a back-to-school Epiphany Party, January 6, 6-8 pm.  Gather in 
the warmth of the Luther House living room for supper and "king's cake" to remember Wise Seers who, 
long ago, came to worship the Christ Child.  A brief Epiphany worship with Holy Communion will be 
part of our evening together.  What a bright way to start Winter Term and welcome the Epiphany 
season. 
 

Coming early in 2013 is the first-ever Luther House beer and cheese pairing benefit called "Beer, Brats, 
Brie, and More." A fine team of planners is working hard to make this an event you won't want to miss. 
Watch for details to follow. 
 

Luther House is high and dry, thanks to you, your congregation, the Grace Foundation, and other 
generous sources.  The new roof is on and drainage has been re-directed.  Even with all the rain that's 
fallen thus far, the basement is dry and the roof has no leaks.  We couldn't have done it without you. 
Kudos to you. 
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Cher M. 
Melba W. 
Alice V. 
Linda Gail V. 
Gene B 
Daniel G 
Joannie G. 
Megan N. 
Pat N. 
Shirley G. 
Bernie & Gene H 
Evelyn Mo. 
Evelyn Ma. 
Betty S. 
Ella S. 
Kermit R. 
 

Shirley B. 
Terry D. 
Dalton D. 
Charlene C. 
Bonnie K. 
Diane L. 
David L. 
Heidi M. 
Vanessa M. 
Nona S. 
Nickolas W. 
John & Donna Z. 
Louise C. 
Ken E. 
Cindy H. 
Carol K. 
Marc M. 

 
  2nd Dexter Bonville 
  4th Michael Devin 
  4th Zachary Irwin 
  5th Robby Dennis 
  6th Peggy Richmond 
  7th Thomas Conklin 
10th Millie Moeller 
11th Jeff Fleischer  
12th Kylee McGill 
16th Jessica Harms 
16th Gail Irwin 
16th Katy Bryan 
17th Tony Meier 
19th Isabella Kenny 
27th Shirley Reiger 
31st SangSau Tran 
31st Donna Zolotoff 
   

 
 
 

                       Air Force Senior Master Sergeant Mike Beaumount, 

                           son-in-law of David & Jan Newman 

                       Navy 1 st  Class Petty Officer John Dayton , son-in- 

                           law of Dixie & Dexter Duehn 

                       Army Specialist Jessica Denman , cousin of Jackye      

                           Brown 

Major Trace Dotson , son-in-law of Wanda Halvorson and grand- 

    son-in-law of Shirley Reiger.  

Colonel Gregory Gilbreath , son of Steve & Shirley Gilbreath.  

Marine Captain Aaron Heisinger , son of Laurie & Scott Witt and  

    grandson of Lou & Tom Conklin  

Marine Captain Ryan Heisinger , son of Laurie & Scott Witt and  

    grandson of Lou & Tom Conklin  

Navy 1 st Class Petty Officer, Engineering Dept. Nicholas He rring ,  

    son of Cheryl & Gary Herring and grandson of Shirley Reiger 

SPC Alex Hull , nephew of Lyle & Freda Lambert 

PFC Sarah Hull , Nona Sabatka’s granddaughter 

Captain Jim Jack , Roben Jack Larrison’s brother 

CW4 Stanley Jung , nephew of Wally & Alberta Oster  

PFC Greg Kendall , grandson of Nancy Goodwin 

Airman 1 st Class Kendra McAlpin  

Naval Lt. J.G. Andrew Metzcus   

Airman Aaron Mumma , nephew of Lyle and Freda Lambert 

S/SGT Bryan Mumma , nephew of Lyle & Freda Lambert 

Army Major Heidi Munro , daughter of Gale & Alice Voet 

Army E5 Jennifer Norris , granddaughter of Wally & Alberta Oster 

Army Staff Sergeant Scot Noss  

Army Captain Tamie Oster , daughter of Wally & Alberta Oster 

Marine Nick Pierce 

PFC Andrew Joseph Schaffner  
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“Living in God’s grace, we share the love of Jesus with all.”  
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURC H 
930 Queen Ave SW 

Albany Oregon 97321  
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